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Cairo-Geneva, 19 February 2004

Vicente Fox Quesada

President of the Republic of Mexico

Mexico City D.F., Mexico

Transmitted by fax: +52 55 552 071 25;

+52 55 527 723 76; +52 55 555 713 64

Dear Mr. President:

The Coordination Office of the Habitat International Coalition’s Housing and Land Rights Network (HIC-HLRN) and the International Secretariat of the World Organisation against Torture (OMCT) would like to express their deep concern about the forced displacement of the great majority of the indigenous population in Tlalnepantla, Morelos State. The people of Tlalnepantla have had to flee to protect themselves from the violence of the State police and the detention of their leaders and activists.

After a dispute over the local electoral process in July 2003, the indigenous community of Tlalnepantla has been demanding a peaceful solution to the political crisis. The responsible authorities have neglected to pose any proposal and opted, instead, for extremely violent repression of consequent protests. This is exemplified by the Morelos State Governor ordering the Morelos Crime Prevention Police, on 26 November 2003, to combat 600 protesting inhabitants on the main road leading to the Municipal Council. When the Tlalnepantla Autonomous Popular Council claimed municipal authority on 11 January 2004, once again, the official reaction was very violent, as 800 police officers took control of the town and forcibly evicted the protestors from the municipal building on 14 January. The police action left one person killed, hundreds wounded, 40 disappeared and 20 arrested. The great majority of the population then fled to the nearby hills, where they have been living in caves and in other neighboring townships.

Many need medical assistance; they are short of food. The State has surrounded the town with armed guards preventing anyone from providing the displaced people with needed supplies and assistance, and any person who has fled to return.

State violence has forced these people to leave their homes, violating their human right to adequate housing. Many families left their house behind and fear the theft of their possessions. Moreover, this situation has led to great detriment to their livelihood. This is the time to harvest “nopal” (a cactus used in Mexican food and exported to Japan), upon which the Tlalnepantla community’s economy depends. Under these circumstances, Tlalnepantla’s children cannot attend school (two weeks ago, the TV reported that only 19 children out of 352 were attending), thus affecting their rights to education. Finally, the population is displaced in many neighboring townships of the Federal District, and is not prepared for a colder climate and, thus, face further physical hardship.

In Mexico City, the Minister of the Interior (Gobernación) has denied any relation between the indigenous protestors of Tlalnepantla and the guerilla movement of Atenco, as Morelos State representatives have tried to assert. Tlalnepantla indigenous people’s only mistake has been to believe that the social and political norms of their community would be respected, as it used to be until the latest election. 

By its acts of repression, the State of Morelos has violated Tlalnepantla people’s right to life, personal integrity and security, work, education, food, health and housing. Especially, the State of Morelos has been breaching the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) to which Mexico accessed on 23 June 1981, as well as the first Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, which it ratified on 15 June 2002. These circumstances also may constitute a breach of Mexico’s obligations under the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, ratified on 22 March 1975. The State authorities also have been derelict in its obligations specified in ICESCR General Comments Nos. 4 and 7 on the right to housing, as well as GC No. 15 on the right to water. It should be noted finally that, since 1990, Mexico is a ratifying party to ILO Convention 169 concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries, that Mexico ratified in 1990, and that stipulates in its Article 5 that the State party should recognize and protect “the social, cultural, religious and spiritual values and practices of these peoples,” as well as uphold “the integrity of th[eir] values, practices and institutions.” The Convention also provides in Article 6 that governments shall “consult the peoples concerned, through appropriate procedures and in particular through their representative institutions, whenever consideration is being given to legislative or administrative measures which may affect them directly.”

We have been informed of your Government’s recent offer to start a dialogue with the community members that disputed the election, and we encourage it strongly. OMCT and HIC-HLRN hope that this initiative will ensure the application of the relevant treaty obligations, and that your Government’s remedial measures will include the provision of adequate compensation, reparations and rehabilitation to all the victims of the misuse of State power.

We thank you in advance for your careful consideration of this serious matter. We also look forward to receiving information regarding the measures taken by your government to address this situation in accordance with international human rights law.
Please be assured of our highest consideration,
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Joseph Schechla







Eric Sottas

Coordinator






Director

Habitat International Coalition



World Organisation against 

Housing & Land Rights Network (HIC-HLRN)

  Torture (OMCT)

CC: 
Santiago Creel Miranda, Secretary of Governance (SEGOB)

 Ricardo Sepúlveda Iguiniz, Director of the National Commission for the Promotion and 

Defense of Human Rights of the SEGOB

 José Luis Soberanes Fernández, President of the National Commission of Human Rights

 Sergio Estrada Cajigal, Governor of Morelos State
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